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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF OMAHA 
UNDER CORONAVIRUS 


How we're adapting to pandemic, as documented by W-H staffers 


The alarm goes off at 4a.m. and Kylie Wid- 
helm presses the snooze button. Just once. 

She gets up, nurses her 9-month-old girl and 
checks on her other two daughters. She makes a 
breakfast smoothie, packs lunch and leaves her 
Gretna house in her CHI Health scrubs, Carib- 
bean blue. 

The forecast says 70 degrees, but it’s hard to 
believe at 4:45 a.m. Fog condenses on her wind- 
shield. A cold south breeze whips flags beside 
the highway. She could count the headlights on 
one hand. 

Widhelm didn’t used to go to work this ear- 
ly, but then COVID-19 came to town and she 
moved to the front lines. 

On her 20-minute drive to Creighton Univer- 


Clockwise from top left; Millard Food Service 
worker Connie Goeser prepares and distributes 
meals to families at Holling Heights Elementary 
School. Cecilia Saavedra, 26, places groceries 
in a plastic tote so she can easily disinfect it in 

her car’s trunk at Supermercado Nuestra Familia. 
Saavedra and her sisters started Omaha Secret 
Helpers to purchase and deliver supplies to families 
during the pandemic. A dance-off at Maple Crest 
Care Center ends with a dance line of workers 
and residents, led by dance-off champion resident 
Kim Britt. St. Columbkille Catholic Church posted 
pictures of parishioners so the priest wouldn’t feel 
alone when he delivers Mass on YouTube. 


PHOTOS BY JOE DEJKA, ANNA REED 
AND CHRISTOPHER BURBACH/THE WORLD-HERALD 


sity Medical Center-Bergan Mercy, she plays a 
podcast, a Christian sermon titled “This is how 
I fight my battles.” 

We all have our ways. 

To capture the emerging pandemic and its ef- 
fects, more than a dozen World-Herald staffers 
fanned out across the metro area Wednesday 
to document a day in the life of Omaha. Hour 
by hour, we spoke to dozens of ordinary people 
adapting to an extraordinary moment in history. 

We visited retail shops and donation drives, 
churches and schools, parks and cemeteries, 
the airport and the river. 

We found a city unsettled by what’s happen- 


See Life: Page 6 


Lifeline to small businesses, workers 


Newly passed $2.2 trillion stimulus package includes 
billions in aid for companies facing struggle to stay afloat 
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By Henry J. CORDES 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Omaha’s Prima Distribution 
fills a unique niche in the business 
world, keeping movie theaters in 
Nebraska, Iowa and as far away 
as St. Louis stocked with raw pop- 
corn, oil, Milk Duds, nacho cheese 
and other concession supplies. 

So you can imagine how owner 
Mike Toohey’s business dried up 
a week ago when movie screens 
across Nebraska and Iowa sud- 
denly went dark to help stop the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

“One day we were still getting 
orders and making deliveries, and 
by the end of the next day, virtu- 


Q&A ON ECONOMIC STIMULUS 


How can the $2 trillion coronavirus 
relief package help you? Page 9A 


ally all my customers had closed,” 
Toohey said. 

Indeed, across the country, such 
seismic market shifts created a 
scene of economic panic worthy of 
a doomsday film. 

Millions of small businesses 
were thrown into survival mode, 
laying off workers, trying to con- 
serve cash and wondering how 
they were going to stay afloat until 
the threat of the pandemic passes. 


See Stimulus: Page 2 
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Omaha’s Prima Distribution supplies 
concession food and equipment to 
movie theaters, but business dried up 
after theaters closed. The company is 
looking to the $2.2 trillion economic 
stimulus bill to help remain afloat. 


EXPANDED CORONAVIRUS COVERAGE INSIDE 


Vulnerable networks 


Concerns grow as more people 
work from home. Midlands 


A convenient metaphor? 


Pandemic sparks comparisons 
everywhere to WWII. Page 4A 


Number of cases 


Douglas County reports 10 new 
cases, for total of 57. Page 2A 


Victim remembered 


Omahan Ralph Marasco, 59, was 
known as fun loving. Midlands 


Lemons to lemonade Weather 
Omahans find ways to take their High: 60 Low: 35 
minds off ‘the bad stuff. Living Breezy, some clouds Details: 10A 

: Index 
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Recapping the week 


A look at what happened at home 
and abroad. Page 5A 
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Suffering from a bone, joint, or muscle injury? 
Visit our new Orthopedic & Spine Urgent Care 
for direct access to the specialists. 


(402) 390-4110 


Visit urgent.mdwestone.com 
for hours & locations. 


MD WEST|ONE 
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Help keep our local ERs and Urgent Cares clear to fight COVID-19. 
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